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Ikkan Art Gallery is pleased to present SURF 
and SURFACES, an exhibition of works by 
French artist duo, Norbert Corsino and 
Nicole Corsino, otherwise known as n + n 
Corsino. SURF and SURFACES is their first 
solo presentation in Singapore and South-
east Asia, and features their choregraphic 
works in a poetic and sensual amalgamation 
of artistic installation and digital innovation.

As atypical authors of choreographic stories, 
n + n Corsino departs from the conventional 
stage, venturing into other fields of rep-
resentation while exploring indeterminate 
and arbitrary spaces. They question the fun-
damentals of dance through their research 
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into the nature and quality of movement and 
its relationship with writing, inviting specta-
tors to go beyond the boundaries of contin-
ually (re)invented spaces. Through their often 
off-beat, unconventional use of various forms 
of technology, they reveal a carnal, sensual 
presence drawing on the memory of move-
ment and its traces.

The exhibition presents a total of 7 chore-
ographic navigations from n + n Corsino’s 
oeuvre, each an elaborate construction of 
real and virtual images and figures, from 
sounds, languages, words to letters.



MUES, a five-channel video installation 
presenting moving bodies freefalling in 
slow motion and immersed in various 
landscapes, premiered in the Natural 
History Museum of Marseille, Palais Long-
champ, as part of the Festival de Danse et 
des Arts Multiples 2011. Developed with 
the context of the natural history museum 
in mind, the work investigates crossovers 
between dance and image, landscape and 
body. The work establishes a dialogue 
between forms, genders, time and space 
through the interaction between the 
imaginary and the real. 

MUES (Chute), 2011, 5-channel video installation 
(exhibition view), dimensions variable 

MUES



Developed as a counterpoint to MUES, Trieste is a series 
of choreographic sequences developed by n + n Corsino 
for display on digital tablets. Each tablet is enclosed in a 
transparent box, surfacing tensions between escape and 
entrapment enacted on the performer.

Trieste, 2012, 5-channel video installation 
(composite still), installation dimensions variable

TRIESTE



BAMBOO

Bamboo was first created for the 
Marseille Museum of Contemporary 
Art in 2001. It is composed of the 
kinetics of bodies and landscapes 
in Vietnam. The nature of the 
landscape composes the opposite 
point of view, the reverse angle 
shot, calm and fixed, in which the 
inhabitants of these places on 

water and on land are placed like 
the characters of an imaginary 
scene. Here, the map is drawn by 
the off-camera movements, and 
it refers to a kind of landscape 
physiology, creating an attempted 
harmony between the forms of the 
relief and the disposition of the 
human works. 

Bamboo, 2001, multi-channel video installation 
(exhibition view), 210 x 700 x 30 cm
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Bangalore Fictions combines 
dance and image, literature 
and music, transposing writer 
and novelist Anjum Hasan’s 
episodic short stories of every-
day life and composer Jacques 
Diennet’s weaving together of 
real and artificial sounds into a 
twelve-part screenic landscape, 

a corpus of signs composed of 
French and Hindi words, pencil 
and ink drawings, faces and 
bodies in suspended action. 
A collaboration with Indian 
dancers and artists, it was first 

presented at the New Gallery of Modern 
Art, New Delhi in 2013.
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TEXTES
Textes, 2011, 3-channel (Chinese, English, Hindi) video 
installation (exhibition view), dimensions variable



AMORCES INTIMES
(INTIMATE BEGINNINGS)

First presented in Shanghai in 
2004, Amorces Intimes (Intimate 
Beginnings) refers to what Confucius 
calls the infinitesimal beginning. 
Engaging with the moment that 
occurs just-before-it-moves, n + n 
Corsino pay particular attention to 
the slightest of accelerations while 
maintaining lightness and mobility 
in their choreography, paving to 
the way for possible intimacies via 
the symbiosis of tactile and visual 
perceptions.

Amorces Intimes (Intimate Beginnings), 2004, 
dual-channel video installation (exhibition view), 
dimensions variable



SIGNS, SURFACES 
AND THE INSTANT

Signs, Surfaces and the Instant investigates the 
relationships between writing and movement by 
incorporating writing into the work. In the hybrid-
ization of forms and body movements, a dance is 
invented in language and vice versa.

Signs, Surfaces and the Instant, 2014, dual-
channel video installation (composite still), 
dimensions variable
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n + n Corsino

n + n Corsino (Nicole & Norbert Corsino) 
are choreographers and researchers based 
in Marseille, France. Interested in the kinet-
ics of bodies and landscapes, they explore 
physical and virtual fields where dance has 
the potential to manifest and present their 
choreographic fictions in the form of films 
and installations. Their works have been 
exhibited internationally, including the Au-
rora Museum Shanghai, National Gallery for 
Modern Art New Delhi, Centre Pompidou 
Paris, Centre des Arts d’Enghien-les-Bains, 
Cannes International Dance Biennial, Seoul 
International Media Art Biennale and Schu-
sev Museum of Architecture Moscow.

Awarded the Chevaliers des Arts et des 
Lettres by the French Ministry of Culture 
and Communication in 2002, they served as 
artistic directors of Ars Numerica European 
Centre for Digital Arts from 2007 to 2009 
before opening SCENE 44 in 2013, a centre 
for choreographic creation and digital inno-
vation situated in Marseille.

www.nncorsino.com/en/
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